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Against The Grain: How Christ Reshapes Our 
Relationships
Ephesians: A Church Alive In Christ | Week 17

ANSWER KEY

Big Idea
When Christ is Lord of our homes and workplaces, obedience is worship and authority is 
discipleship.

Key Scripture References
Ephesians 5:15-20
Ephesians 6:1-9
Ephesians 4:23-24
Colossians 3:23-24
Hebrews 10:11-18
1 Corinthians 11:23-26

Introduction
Paul is calling the whole church to become alive in Christ.

Being Holy Spirit filled and led believers is counter-cultural.

God's way of doing marriage, parenting, and work relationships is rooted in the command to 
submit to one another.

Point 1: Obedience Gets a New Foundation
Ephesians 6:1 - "Children, obey your parents because you belong to the Lord, for this is the 
right thing to do."
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The foundation for obedience is not "because I said so." The new foundation is they belong 
to God.

Paul is saying children should obey with a teachable spirit and a willing heart.

Ephesians 6:2-3 - "Honor your father and mother... things will go well for you."

A teachable spirit is probably the single biggest predictor of success in life.

Point 2: Authority Gets a New Accountability
Ephesians 6:4 - "Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger by the way you treat them."

Fathers, be Jesus to your children. Be their champion, counselor, and mentor.

Ephesians 6:5-7 - Work with enthusiasm, as though you were working for the Lord.

Do the will of God wholeheartedly.

Ephesians 6:8 - "Remember that the Lord will reward each one of us for the good we do."

Point 3: Christ Makes Everyone Equal at the Top
Ephesians 6:9 - "Masters, treat your slaves in the same way... you both have the same 
Master in heaven, and he has no favorites."

Treat them as if they are your equals.

We are not citizens of the United States first. Our national citizenship is secondary to the 
Kingdom of God.

Conclusion
Paul is calling us to live as if we are already in heaven.

Let the Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes (Ephesians 4:23).

Becoming alive in Christ should lead to counter-cultural changes in how we do marriage, 
parenting, and work relationships.
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Communion Reminder
1 Corinthians 11:26 - "For every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are 
announcing the Lord's death until he comes again."

Jesus was the perfect sacrifice, good for all time.


